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menting them. 'There will always be a party for giving more to
the rulers, that the rulers may be able in return to give more to
them."
It was true, Franklin said, that the Americans did not propose
to establish kings. "But there is a natural inclination in mankind
to Kingly Government.... I am apprehensive therefore, perhaps
too apprehensive, that the Government of these States, may in
future times, end in a Monarchy. But this Catastrophe I think
may be long delayed, if in our proposed system we do not sow
the seeds of contention, faction & tumult, by making our posts of
honor, places of profit If we do, I fear that tho' we do employ
at first a number, and not a single person, the number will in
time be set aside, it will only nourish the foetus of a King, as the
honorable gentleman from Virginia very aptly expressed it, and
a King will the sooner be set over us."
Some of the delegates might imagine it was "an Utopian Idea"
that men would be found to serve the country in the executive
department without being well paid. *1 conceive this to be a
mistake." Franklin cited high offices in France and England which
were expensive rather than profitable to the holders, and yet
were well executed. He cited the practice among the Quakers,
who for more than a hundred years had served their communities
in certain laborious functions without salaries, fees, or perqui
sites.
"To bring the matter nearer home, have we not seen the great
and most important of our offices, that of General of our armies"—
here many eyes must have turned to Washington—"executed for
eight years together without the smallest salary, by a Patriot
whom I will not now offend by any other praise; and this through
fatigues and distresses in common with the other brave men his
military friends & companions, and the constant anxieties peculiar
to his station? And shall we doubt finding three or four men in
all the United States, with public spirit enough to bear sitting
in peaceful Council for perhaps an equal term, merely to preside
over our civil concerns, and see that our laws are duly executed?
Sir, I have a better opinion of our country. I think we shall never
be without a sufficient number of wise and good men to
undertake and execute well and faithfully the Office in ques-
tion.
"Sir, The saving of the salaries that may at first be proposed

